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REMARKS 

1 . This action is in response to Amendment filed 02/22/20 1 1 . 

2. Amendment to Specification filed 02/22/201 1 has been received and accepted. 

3. Response with respect to the 112, 1^' paragraph rejection (see Remarks filed 02/22/201 1, 
page 1 1) is effective to overcome the 1 12, T' paragraph rejection as presented in the previous 
Office action. Therefore, the previous 1 12, 1^' paragraph rejection has been withdrawn. 

EXAMINER AMENDMENT 

4. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Attorney Adil M. Musabji (Reg. No. 58,728) on May 4, 2011. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Please amend claims 22, 25, 27, 34, 35, 47, 48 and 51 and cancel claims 29 and 44 as 
presented in the listing of claims, as follows: 



1-21. (Canceled). 
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22. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method for deriving at least two 
products from a source geographic database, the source geographic database 
comprising data representing real-world geographic road features including 
geographic coordinates of positions of roads, street names of the roads, address 
ranges along the roads, turn restrictions at intersections of the roads, road 
connectivity, and road shape , wherein the at least two products comprise a first 
dataset and a second dataset, the second dataset provided to depict a real 
geographic locale as part of a play scenario for a computer game, the method 
comprising: 

extracting the first dataset from the source geographic database; 

writing the first dataset to a first computer-readable medium; 

providing the first dataset, wherein at least a portion of the first dataset is 
used in a real- world navigation system; 

extracting the second dataset from the source geographic database; 

writing the second dataset to a second computer-readable medium; and 

providing the second dataset to a computer game system 

providing at least a portion of the second dataset to each of a plurality of 
end-user computing platformsff ;]], 

wherein each of the plurality of end-user computing platforms uses at least 
a portion of the second dataset is used in the respective computer game [[that]] to 
depict[[s]] the real geographic locale as part of the play scenario of the computer 
game, the play scenario including a predetermined theme that governs game play 
of the computer game in a preset storyhne, wherein the play scenario corresponds 
to a virtual position for display on a user interface in which the virtual position is 
independent of a user's actual physical location. 

23. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 wherein the real- world navigation 
system is selected from a group consisting of: in- vehicle navigation systems, 
hand-held portable navigation systems, personal computers, personal digital 
assistants, pagers, and telephones. 
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24. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 wherein using at least a portion of 
the first dataset in a real-world navigation system comprises providing a service 
selected from a set consisting of: route calculation, route guidance, vehicle 
positioning, map display, and electronic yellow pages. 

25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22 further comprising: 

combining at least a portion of the second dataset with a road-model 
dataset to provide a realistic visual appearance of roads[[;]]i 

wherein the road-model dataset is separate from the source geographic 
database. 

26. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 25 wherein the road-model dataset 
comprises a feature selected from a set consisting of: road-pavement colors, lane- 
stripe markings, curbs, sidewalks, signs, lampposts, land dividers, traffic signals, 
speed bumps, and crosswalks. 

27. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 22 further comprising: 

combining at least a portion of the second dataset with a 3D-model dataset 
to provide a realistic visual representation of a feature selected from a set 
consisting of: polygon- shaped features, cityscape features, landscape features, 
buildings, fences, trees, shrubbery, lawns, and clouds[[;]]i 

wherein the 3D-model dataset is separate from the source geographic 
database. 

28. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 fuilher comprising: 

combining at least a portion of the second dataset with a computer-game 
component selected from a set consisting of: characters, game logic, vehicles, 
games rules, rendering logic, and graphics logic. 
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29. (Canceled). 

30. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 further comprising: 

accessing the second dataset using an application programming interface. 

3 1 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 further comprising: 

accessing the second dataset using a spatial query. 

32. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 further comprising: 

extracting data from the second dataset using spatial criteria. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 22 further comprising: 

filtering data from the second dataset to provide a desired level of 
accuracy. 

34. (Currently Amended) A non-transitory computer-readable medium having 
computer-executable instructions stored thereon for performing a method of using 
a source geographic database, the source geographic database comprising data 
representing real-world geographic road features including geographic 
coordinates of positions of roads, street names of the roads, address ranges along 
the roads, turn restrictions at intersections of the roads, road connectivity, and 
road shape , the method comprising: 

extracting a first dataset from the source geographic database; 
writing the first dataset to a first computer-readable medium; 
providing the first dataset to supply a navigation-related function in a real- 
world navigation system; 

extracting a second dataset from the source geographic database; 
writing the second dataset to a second computer-readable medium; and 
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providing the second dataset and a geographic data tool set to each of a 
plurality of end-user computing platforms to develop a computer-game that 
depicts a real geographic locale as part of a play scenario having a preset 
storyline, wherein each of the pluralitv of end-user computing platforms uses at 
least a portion of the second dataset in the respective computer game to depict the 
real geographic locale as part of the play scenario of the computer game, wherein 
the play scenario corresponds to a virtual position for display on a user interface 
in which the virtual position is independent of a user's actual physical 
location[[;]]i 

wherein the geographic data tool set is configured to extract data 
representing all road segments corresponding to a sub-area from the second 
dataset based on a location input. 

35. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method of using a source 

database for forming derived products, wherein the source database contains data 
that represent real-world geographic road features in a region including roads in 
the region including geographic coordinates of positions of roads, street names of 
the roads, address ranges along the roads, turn restrictions at intersections of the 
roads, road connectivity, and road shape , the method comprising: 

providing a first set of data from the source database to a first developer, 
the first set of data stored in a first computer-readable medium, wherein the first 
developer uses the first set of data in systems that provide navigation-related 
features, wherein the first set of data represents at least some of the real-world 
geographic road features in the region and further wherein the first set of data 
includes attributes configured to provide navigation-related functions; and 

providing a second set of data from the source database and a geographic 
data tool set to a second developer a plurahty of end user computing platforms 
that use the second set of data in computer games installed on the end user 
computing platforms , the second set of data stored in a second computer-readable 
medium, wherein the second developer end user computing platforms use[[s]] the 
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second set of data and the geographic data tool set to develop Ae computer 
games, wherein the second set of data represents at least some of the real-world 
geographic road features in the region as part of play scenarios of the computer 
games including respective preset storylines, wherein a respective play scenario 

corresponds to a virtual position for display on a respective user interface in 
which the virtual position is independent of a respective user's actual physical 
location, 

wherein the geographic data tool set provides a spatial search function that 
retrieves data representing all road segments in a sub-area from the second set of 
data based on a location specific query that identifies the sub-area. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 35 wherein the second set of data is 
combined with road model data to provide a realistic visual appearance of roads 
in the region. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 35 wherein the second set of data is 
combined with road model data to provide a realistic visual appearance of roads 
in the region, wherein the road model data includes road pavement colors, lane 
stripe markings, curbs, sidewalks, signs, lampposts, lane dividers, traffic signals, 
speed bumps, and crosswalks. 

38. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 35 wherein the second set of data is 
combined with 3D model data to provide a realistic visual representation of 
polygon- shaped features in the region. 

39. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 35 wherein the second set of data is 
combined with 3D model data to provide a realistic visual representation of 
cityscape and landscape features in the region. 
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40. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 35 wherein the second set of data is 
combined with 3D model data to provide a realistic visual representation of one of 
a group consisting of: buildings, fences, trees, shrubbery, lawns, fences, and 
clouds in the region. 

41 . (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 35 wherein the second set of data is 
accessed by an application programming interface that is included in the 
geographic data tool set. 

42. (Canceled). 

43. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 35 wherein data from the second set 
of data is filtered to provide a desired level of accuracy in a second database 
product. 

44. (Canceled). 

45. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 35 wherein the second set of data is 
combined with other game-related components to form the computer games. 

46. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 35 wherein the second set of data is 
combined with other game-related components to form the computer games, 
wherein the other game-related components include at least one of a group 
consisting of: characters, game logic, vehicles, game rules and programs for 
rendering and graphics. 

47. (Currently Amended) The non-transitory computer-readable medium of Claim 34, 
wherein the sub-area comprises a city, and wherein the location input includes 
identification of the city. 
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48. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method of using a source 
geographic database, the source geographic database comprising data representing 
real- world geographic road features including geographic coordinates of positions 
of roads, street names of the roads, address ranges along the roads, turn 
restrictions at intersections of the roads, road connectivity, and road shape , the 
method comprising: 

extracting a first dataset from the source geographic database; 

writing the first dataset to a first computer-readable medium; 

providing the first dataset to supply a navigation-related function in a real- 
world navigation system; 

extracting a second dataset from the source geographic database; 

writing the second dataset to a second computer-readable medium; and 

providing the second dataset and a geographic data tool set to each of a 
plurality of end-user computing platforms to develop a computer-game that 
depicts a real geographic locale as part of a play scenario of a preset storyline, 
wherein each of the pluralitv of end-user computing platforms uses at least a 
portion of the second dataset in the respective computer game to depict the real 
geographic locale as part of the play scenario of the computer game, wherein the 
play scenario corresponds to a virtual position for display on a user interface in 
which the virtual position is independent of a user's actual physical location[[;]]i 

wherein the geographic data tool set is configured to request data 
representing road segments within a selected area from the second dataset as a 
function of a spatial query, the spatial query defining the selected area, and 
wherein the selected area is defined by a longitude and latitude point and a radial 
distance from the longitude and latitude point. 

49. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 51, wherein the selected area is 
defined by a longitude and latitude point and a radial distance from the longitude 
and latitude point. 
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50. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 51, wherein the selected area is 
defined by a rectangular area having specified geographic boundaries. 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method of facilitating 
development of computer games, the method comprising: 

extracting a dataset from a source geographic database, wherein the source 
geographic database includes data that represent roads in a road network in a real 
world geographic locale including 

(i) geographic coordinates of positions of the roads, 

(ii) street names of the roads, 

(iii) address ranges along the roads, 

(iv) turn restrictions at intersections of the roads, 

(v) road connectivity, and 

(vi) road shape; 

writing the dataset to a computer-readable medium; and 
providing the dataset and a geographic data tool set to each of a plurality 
of end-user computing platforms to develop a computer-game that depicts the 
roads in the real world geographic locale as part of a play scenario of the 
computer game including a preset storyline, wherein each of the plurality of end- 
user computing platforms uses at least a portion of the dataset in the respective 
computer game to depict the real world geographic locale as part of the play 
scenario of the computer game, wherein the play scenario corresponds to a virtual 
position for display on a user interface in which the virtual position is independent 
of a user's actual physical location[[;]]i 

wherein the geographic data tool set is configured to request data 
representing road segments within a selected area from the dataset as a function of 
a spatial query, the spatial query defining the selected area. 
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52. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 51, wherein the computer game is a 
type selected from a group consisting of: a car chase game and a "bot" fighter 
game. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The present invention is directed to a system and method for facilitating development of 
computer games that depict or represent actual, real world geographic areas as part of the play 
scenarios of the games, which includes extracting datasets from a source database that contains 
data that represent geographic features in a region including roads in the region, providing a first 
dataset for using in a real- world navigation system and providing a second extracted dataset to 
each of a plurality of end-user computing platforms and using a portion of the second extracted 
dataset in a respective computer game to depict the real geographic locale as part of the play 
scenario of the computer game. 



The closest prior art of record, Paulauskas et al. (US Patent No. 6,401,033) teaches a 
navigation system with game playing feature, which uses geographic data presenting real- world 
physical features in a real- world geographic region for navigation system and playing games 
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during driving based on location of the vehicle (see Paulauskas et al. , [column 3, lines 33-67], 
[column 4, lines 45-63] and [column 5, lines 41-65]. 

However, Paulauskas et al. fails to anticipate or render obvious the recited feature of 
providing at least a portion of the second dataset to each of a plurality of end-user computing 
platforms, wherein each of the pluralitv of end-user computing platforms uses at least a portion 
of the second dataset in the computer game to depict the real geographic locale as part of the play 
scenario of the computer game, the play scenario including a predetermined theme that governs 
game play of the computer game in a preset storyline, wherein the play scenario corresponds to a 
virtual position for display on a user interface in which the virtual position is independent of a 
user's actual physical location , as similarly recited in independent claims 22, 34, 35, 48 and 51. 

These features, together with the other limitations of the independent claims are novel 
and non-obvious over the prior art of record. The dependent claims 23-28, 30-33, 36-41, 43, 45- 
47, 49, 50 and 52 being definite, enabled by the specification, and further limiting to the 
independent claim, are also allowable. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 
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CONCLUSION 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuong-Thao Cao whose telephone number is (571)272-2735. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Men - Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (BBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Hung T Vy/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2163 

Phuong-Thao Cao, Examiner 
Art Unit 2164 



